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Don’t Let Your Strengths Cause You To Fail 
“If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fail.” 

1 Corinthians 10:12 (NLT) 
 
Failure is part of life. No matter who you are or what your story is, you’re 
going to experience failure at some point. It’s part of living as an imperfect 
person in an imperfect world. 
Before Jesus went to the cross, on the night that he was arrested, his friend 
Peter failed him in a significant way. Peter denied Jesus—not just once 
but three times. 
During the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples he was going to be 
arrested, die, and three days later come back to life. He said to the 
disciples, “Tonight all of you will desert me” (Matthew 26:31 NLT). Yet Peter 
kept insisting he would never deny Jesus. In fact, Peter said three times, “I 
will never”! 
Peter overestimated his strength—and it eventually led to his failure. 
Overestimating your strength is still a common cause of failure today when 
you think you’re stronger than you really are—when you believe you can 
handle temptation. 
When people overestimate their strengths, there are dire consequences: 
Businesses fail, battles are lost, and spouses are tempted into affairs. 
You might think, “That could never happen to me.” But 1 Corinthians 10:12 
says, “If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall” (NLT). 
No one is exempt. Given the right situation, you are capable of any sin, and 
so am I. 
When you don’t pay attention to your strengths, they become weaknesses. 
In other words, an unguarded strength becomes a double weakness 
because you have a sense of pride about it.  
Peter’s biggest failure, denying Christ, happened right after the Last Supper, 
a very intimate and powerful experience. The very area where you’ve had a 
major victory may be exactly where you stumble next. 
Resist the temptation to overestimate your strengths. Instead, remember 
you are a sinful human who needs God’s grace and mercy. Keep your 
strengths in perspective so they don’t become your point of failure. 

Talk It Over 

• When has overestimating one of your strengths led to failure? 

• What is a strength you know you need to pay more attention to so 
it doesn’t become a weakness? 

• How does God’s Word help you keep your strengths in 
perspective? 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Date  Event 

June 14  Workshop: All Praise & Worship Teams  

June 21 15th Year Church Anniversary Worship Service  

July 9 Thursday Prayer Meeting @ 7:00 PM Via Zoom 

Sept 4-6  Summer Camp at Scarlett Point Retreat  
Address at 61 Main St, Kearney, Ontario 

 
 
 
 

Experiencing Generational Discipleship Together 
(Studies in Paul’s Pastoral Letter to Titus) 

24-May-26  Tit. 2:11-15 God’s Grace that Leads to Godliness P. Ferdie 
31-May-26 Isaiah 50:10-11 Child of Light Walking in Darkness  P. Therren 
07-Jun-26  Tit. 3:1-8 Discipleship in Doing What Is Good  P. James 
14-Jun-26    What To Avoid & What To Do In The Lord P. Narry 
    P. Narry 
21-Jun-26 Anniversary  GCF York 15th Anniversary Message P. Narry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God bless you and make you a blessing to others this week! 

3377 Bayview Avenue 

June 14, 2026 

Know Christ & Make Him Known 
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WHAT TO AVOID & WHAT TO DO IN THE LORD 
(Titus 3:9-15) 

  
Today, we conclude our series on “Experiencing Generational 
Discipleship Together” (Studies in Paul’s Pastoral Letter to Titus). The 
main point of Paul’s pastoral letter to Titus is to show how this next-
generation pastor could shepherd the churches in Crete in the ways of the 
Lord. God’s shepherd has basically 2 responsibilities: (1) to guide God’s 
flock in the truth (1:9a) & right living (3:14a); & (2) to guard them from 
errors (1:9b) & wrong living (3:14b). Using Tit. 3:9-15, what are we to avoid 
& what are we to do in the Lord as we engage in generational discipleship 
together? 

 
I. AVOID FOOLISH TALK & _________________ PEOPLE (3:9-11) 

 

Paul singles out 1 act that has no value & that Titus needed to avoid in 
shepherding people: “But avoid foolish controversies & genealogies & 
arguments & quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable & 
useless” (3:9; see 1:14). God’s people are not to engage in foolish word fights. 
Paul also singles out 1 kind of person that Titus needed to warn sharply: 
“Warn a divisive person once, & then warn them a 2nd time. After that, have 
nothing to do with them. You may be sure that such people are warped & 
sinful; they are self-condemned” (3:10-11; see Matt. 18:15-17; 2 Thess. 3:14-15). 
To be divisive is to stir up conflict; to be warped is to be twisted or deviated 
from what is right; to be self-condemned is to experience woes resulting from 
one’s stubborn views & ways. Paul calls these actions as living with 
“unproductive lives” (3:14c). Let’s refrain from foolish talk & resist being 
divisive with all generations. 
 

 
II. ABOUND IN GOOD WORKS & ___________________WAYS (3:12-15) 
 

 

Instead of being foolish & divisive, God’s flock needed to “learn to devote 
themselves to doing what is good” (3:14a). Doing what is good involves 
growing in relationship with & extending help to each other (3:12) (Artemas or 
Tychicus is to be sent by Paul to Crete to relieve Titus of pastoral 
responsibility as he meets Pul in Nicopolis for winter), being generous & 
hospitable to God’s family (3:13) (helping provide the needs of Zenas & 
Apollos in their itinerant ministry), & providing for the urgent needs of others 
(3:14b). Paul calls these acts “excellent & profitable for everyone” (3:8c).  Let’s 
abound in good works & hospitable ways (as we seek to grow in love, faith, & 
grace [3:15]) for every generation. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Titus 3:9-15 

 

9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments 

and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and 

useless.  
10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. 

After that, have nothing to do with them.  
11 You may be sure that such people are warped and sinful; they 

are self-condemned. 

12 As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to 

come to me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to winter there.  
13 Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on 

their way and see that they have everything they need.  

 
14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is 

good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live 

unproductive lives. 

15 Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us 

in the faith. 


